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Notes and Definitions 


Abbreviations: WIA - Wounded in action 
$ IIA - Injured in action 


N-B Injury - Non-battle injury 
FUO - Fevers of undetermined origin 


Annual Rates per Thousand: Rates in the form of "annual rates per thousand 


men" are conventionally used in medical statistics and 
reporting. They serve the purpose of basing observations 
on a common time-period. Most annual rates in this rdport 
are based on observation of a month-long period; such rates 
P can be converted to rough percentages for the month by 

q dividing them by 120. 


Crude Death Rates apply to all deaths from all causes among the entire 
army in the theatre, as distinct from death rates made 


specific for cause, age, risk, and so on. 


Hospital Beds Under Orders, similarly, includes hospital beds committed to 


movement to a specified zone, and not in operation at their 
current locations. 
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B C » as used on Pages 8 and 9, includes only hospital 
beds not in operation; thus, a hospital which had gone into 
operation before construction was completed would be shown 


as "Operating", 
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SECRET HEALTH OF U.S. ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 


April, 1944 


NONEFFECTIVENESS 


The estimated mean daily noneffective rate for the SWPA for the month 
of April showed a slight increase over the month of March. This increase 
was forecast in the March report based upon the increased admission rate for 
that month. However, the increase in noneffectiveness was slight which would 
indicate that the increased admission rate in March was due to minor ailments. 
Non-battle injuries, neuropsychiatric diseases, malaria and undiagnosed fever 
remain the four most important causes of noneffectiveness. During the month of 
April the importance of dengue as a cause of noneffectiveness declined in com- 
parison with common respiratory diseases. Some of the increase in the noneffect- 
ive rate was due to the accumulation of noneffectives in newly arrived wits. 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 


There was a significant decline in admission rates for all causes for the 
SWPA; this has not been reflected in the noneffective rate because of the 
accumulation of hospital cases due to long term hospitalization necessary for 
battle casualties and to an accumulation of noneffectives in recently arrived 
units. The highest admission rates for the period were reported from Base "BE"; 
this was due to an outbreak of dengue, a disease with a very short hospitalization 
period. A high rate for comaon respiratory diseases was reported in Base 4 and 
an extremely high admission rate was reported in Base 1 due to an outbreak of 
diarrhea in this erea. The health of the command as a whole remained excellent. 


EVACUATIONS 


Neuorpsychiatric diseases continued to be the most important cause of 
evacuation to the United States; over 40% of all evacuations for the month of 
April were due to these conditions. The rate for evacuations for psychoses in 
this theatre has not shown a significant variation since the beginning of evac- 
uations in 1942. The ratio of psychotic patients to the total evacuations has 
remained constant. For the month of April 1944 the evacuation rate for psycho- 
neurotic diseases was 6.62. (This does not indicate a decline in the importance 
of psychoneurosis cases as a cause of evacuation but indicates a decline in the 
evacuation rate for the theatre). 

Next in importance to neuropsychiatric diseases as a cause of evacuation 
were non-battle injuries. 

There was a slight increase in the actual number of evacuations to the 
United States for the month of April but the total was still below estimates 
based upon 1943 experience. A number of patients are awaiting boarding and 
evacuation but the number awaiting evacuation at the end of April was less than 
at the end of March. The number of evacuations from New Guinea to Australia 
declined 52%. 


DEATHS 


There was an increase in the death rate for all causes for the month of 
March. The increase was due to killed in action and deaths from wounds. There 
was an actual decrease in the number of deaths from disease, There was a 
marked increase in the number of deaths due to air transportation. 
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SECRET LSADING CAUSES OF NONBIIFECTIVENESS - MARCH, 1944 
(Based on Reported Conditions) 


Army Fersonnel Remaining on Sick Report 
per Thousand Command Strength 


Cause eee eB eae eee ey ces eee pee eee eae 
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Non-battle Injury........... 
Neuropsychiatric Diseases... 
BAe pemereep rege s 
Fever, undiagnosed........+. | 
DOUG se cece ces esiccovcceene 
Common Kkespiratory Diseases. | 
eae COBUALLY, 5 00 cco ace woe 


Diarrheal Diseases ooceeceeeee WMH Average, 1943 


: March, 1944 
Venereal Diseases.........66 SSNS March, 1943 


Scrub TORS ec ikncecteKkenae As of : 25 March "AA 


MEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE PER THOUSAND 
Southwest Pacific Area 
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(a) Estimated, in that this rate is based on Abbreviated (Radiographic ) 
Weekly Statistical Reports. 
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Ss ECR ET ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT 
Disease and Non-Battle Injuries 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 
Comparative Admission Rates 
April, Annual Rate per 1000 
750 1500 2250 3000 
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(a) All of the rates above are computed on the basis of consolidated statis- 
tical reports (WMD 86ab) with the exception of that for "SWPA, All" 
for April 1944, which is based on the abbreviated radiographic statis- 
tical report. Above rates are subject to change upon receipt of late 


reports, 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REPORT, SWPA 


Rate August, 1942 = March, 1944 inclusive 


Annual Rates per Thousand 


Admissions to Sick Report 


| Rate per 1000 
Jan| Feb|Mar|Apr | 
Diarrheal 
Diseases 


Diseeses 
‘alaria 
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(b) Based on abbreviated radiographic statistical report, 
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SECRET DEATHS BY CAUSES, SUPA 


Total, 1943; 1944 thru March; and March, 1944 


Absolu's Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand 


1944 thru 
March March, awl, aoe 02 
Rate Rate 
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Automobiles 

Street cars - 
Motorcycles 
Railroad 

Air Transportation 
Water Transportation 
Drowning 

Burns 

Falls 

Firearms 
Electrocution 
Animals 

Poisoning 

Other 
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Based on WDMD &6ab, "Statistical Report"; subject to correction on 
receipt of late information. 


* 3 of these deaths were due to injuries incurred in tree-felling operations, 
1 was due to a tractor accident and 5 were miscellaneous. 
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SEC RET MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, SWPA TO UNITED STATES 
ucts January, 1943 - April, 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum 

1000 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, (BOARDED) AWAITING EVACUATIGN TO UNITED STATES 


Rate January, 1943 - April, 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum 


MEDICAL EVACUATION? NaW GUINEA TO AUSTRALIA 
January, 1943 - April, 1944, Inclusive 
per Rates per Thousand per Annum® 
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(a) Based on Station-list Strengths 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS BY CAUSE - SWPA TO UNITED STATES 
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Total 1943 - and by Months 1944 
Absolute Numbers and Rates per Thousand per Annum 


191366 311068 3175h7 369179 
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MEAN STRENGTH 06223 


‘as of: 25 Mey ‘44 
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NON-BATTLE 
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DENTAL SERVICE SWPA 


Analysis of Extraction Rates per 1,000 per annum as Compared with Prosthetic 
Replacement Rates 


4th Qr lst or 2nd gr 3rd gr 4th Qr lst or 


There has been a significant decrease in the number of teeth extracted per 
1,000 per annum as symbolized by the above graph in averages for quarterly year 
periods. ‘The number of teeth replaced by dentures and bridges varies through- 
oro use period with a probable future increase as the first quarter of 1944 

n ates. 


An analysis of these facts may be interpreted to indicate that there is a 
reduced requirement to treat dental caries by the insertion of permanent fill- 
ings and that preventive measures are improving as indicated by the marked re- 
duction in the necessity to e-"tract teeth which are beyond repair. This has made 
it possible to deal more effectively with the problem of constructing dentures 
and bridges to replace missing teeth. Effort is constantly being made to in- 
crease this phase of the dental service. The establishing of additional dental 
laboratories and the receipt of an increased amount of equipment in recent weeks 
will permit a greater production. Although provision for prosthetic treatment 
has been almost entirely the responsibility of S.0.S. units heretofore, recent 
Plans to supply Bvacuation Hospitals with dental laboratory equipment, and to 
increase thie type of service in Combat Divisions will place this kind of treat- 
ment in Task Force areas, and thereby tend to reduce the time factor until treat- 
ment becomes available after arrival of 3.0.3. units. 


There was an average of six (6) teeth replaced by each partial denture in 
March ’ 1944, 
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STATUS OF SOS HOSFITALS 


SECRET 19 May, 1944 


Thousands of SREY 5g setae OE nae 


0 10 20 30 


Operating 


Iecupied 


Under Orders 


*The term "Usable" represents the average limit of normal utilization of 
hospital beds without overcrowding, since at any one time about 20% of 
the available beds cannot be used because of the importance of maintain- 
ing specialized wards: e.g., for women, patients suffering from contag- 
ious and infectious diseases, and the like, 


(a)Includes both fixed and mobile beds, 
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S ECRET STATUS OF HOSPITAL BEDS, SWPA 


Hospital Beds in Theatre 


Fifth Air Force 
Sixth Army 
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(a) Attached (b) Assigned 
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b, 90S Hospital Beds, By Base and by Operating Status 1 


xt 


ENERO ME Tee mee Neg OME ne san IT PREM PRETTY, eo Fee aa ee RE Si A RT a is la 


z 


Vine ee ee oe 


iidads pail 


Kiriwina 
q ‘ ™ Qa 


Ships 200 ~ 


roma 


Beds in ( ) are not in the line of evacuation. 
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MALARIA IN SELECTED BASES 
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August, 1943 - April, 1944 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 
(Based on Malaria Case Report Cards and Station-List Strengths) 
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